ISNU Nine-Star Multidisciplinary Journal (INS9M])
(eISSN: 3063-8984)
Volume 2, Number 1, May 2025 (28-33)

The Importance of Ethics in Writing Scientific Papers

1Ainis Syifa Nasution, 2Vebriantin, 3Zacky Aulia Nasution, ‘Luqman Hakim
L234Jniversitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara
E-mail: 1ginissyifanasution @gmail.com

Abstract

Writing scientific papers is a form of academic activity that demands intellectual and
moral responsibility from every writer. Ethics in scientific writing is an essential
element in maintaining the integrity, honesty, and credibility of scientific results. In the
context of higher education and research, the application of academic ethics plays a
crucial role in creating a healthy and responsible academic culture. This article discusses
in depth the concept of academic ethics in scientific writing, including the basic
principles underlying it, such as originality, accuracy, and respect for intellectual
property rights. Ethical elements that must be upheld by authors, as well as various
forms of ethical violations such as plagiarism, fabrication, and data falsification, are also
comprehensively discussed. Furthermore, this article proposes preventive measures
and practical strategies that can be implemented to maintain and uphold ethics
throughout the scientific writing process. By consistently understanding and applying
academic ethics, it is hoped that the quality and credibility of scientific works can be
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maintained and make a positive contribution to the development of science.

I. INTRODUCTION
Academic ethics is a set of values, norms and

principles that form the basis of behavior in the
world of higher education and scientific
activities.(Daulay & Pasa, 2015)This ethic not only
regulates the formal aspects of the learning and
research process, but also touches on
fundamental moral aspects, such as intellectual
honesty, scientific responsibility, and respect for
the work of others.(Dewi et al, 2023)In the
context of writing scientific papers, academic
ethics plays a vital role as a supporter of academic
integrity, which reflects the personal
professional qualities of a
researcher.(Widiyastuti et al., 2023).
Good scientific work is not only substantively
high-quality or contributes to the advancement of
science; it must also be compiled through a
process that upholds academic values. This
process includes honesty in formulating problems,
thoroughness in data collection, honesty in
interpreting results, and orderliness in compiling
references and citations. Thus, academic ethics is

and
writer or

not merely a normative formality but also a moral
commitment to science itself.

More than that, academic ethics serves as a
social glue in the scientific community.(Suryani et
al., 2023)He creates a healthy, transparent, and
responsible dialogue space among fellow
academics—Ilecturers, researchers, and
students—and builds public trust in higher
education. This trust is crucial, as academia plays
a strategic role in generating knowledge that will
influence policy, technology, and
civilization.(Rahmawati et al.,, 2025). Therefore,
violations of academic ethics such as plagiarism,
publication duplication, data fabrication, and
manipulation of research results not only tarnish
the reputation of individuals and institutions, but
also undermine scientific legitimacy and disrupt
the sustainability of the education system
itself.(Puspaningsih et al., 2024).

In today's digital and globalized era, the
challenges to implementing academic ethics are
increasingly complex. Easy access to information,
pressure to produce numerous publications, and
increasingly fierce academic competition often
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push some to ignore ethical principles in favor of
instant  gratification.(Santoso &  Fitriatin,
2024)Therefore, it is important to instill an
awareness of academic ethics from an early age at
every level of education, and to ensure that these
values are internalized not only cognitively but
also in daily academic practice.

With a strong understanding and application of
academic ethics, the scientific writing process will
not only produce valid and verifiable knowledge
but also strengthen an academic culture of
honesty, fairness, and responsibility. This is the
primary foundation for the growth of a healthy
scientific ecosystem capable of making a tangible
contribution to national development and
humanity at large.

II. RESEARCH METHODS
This research uses the methodGrounded
TheoryThe development of a theory based on data
collected in research to discuss ethics in writing a
scientific paper and how to write a scientific paper
well and correctly.(Mahmud Marzuki, 2005)This
research is based on the author's literature review
of several scientific papers and books. It is hoped
that readers will understand how to maintain

ethical writing practices in scientific papers.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Ethics in Writing Scientific Papers

Ethics, in a general sense, is a branch of
philosophy that studies values, morality, and the
principles that govern human behavior in
distinguishing between good and bad, right and
wrong.(Eternal, 2016). Etymologically, the word
"ethics" comes from the Greek ethos, which means
habit, character, or way of life.(Annur et al,, 2021).
In its development, ethics is not only limited to
abstract studies of morals, but is also applied in
various areas of life, including professional, social,
and academic.

In the context of moral philosophy, ethics is
divided into three main forms:metaethics, which
discusses the meaning and basis of moral values;
normative ethics, which formulates principles or
norms that determine what actions should be
taken; and applied ethics, which examines the
application of ethical principles in specific fields

such as medicine, business, technology, and
including the academic world.(Alkhadafi, 2024).

Academic ethics is a form of applied ethics that
specifically regulates
activities and higher education.(Irawan, 2020).
One of the important implementations of
academic ethics is inScientific writing, in which
authors are required not only to produce original
and high-quality ideas, but also to compose the
work responsibly, honestly, and with respect for
applicable scientific norms. Ethics in scientific
writing, therefore, constitute moral and technical
guidelines that guarantee the scientific integrity
and academic credibility of a work.

Ethically written scientific work is valued not
only for its substance but also for its organization.
Writing processes that ignore ethical values, such
as plagiarism, fabrication of data, or concealment
of sources, can harm the reputation of the author
and the institution that supports them and
diminish the quality of science itself.(Sundoro et
al,, 2025).

The ethics of writing scientific papers include
several important principles that every academic
must pay attention to, namely:(Wiradi, 2020)

1. Academic Honesty: Honesty is the
foundation of scientific writing. Authors
present data
truthfully, cite sources accurately, and avoid
falsely attributing the work of others.

Violation of this principle can lead to

unethical practices such as plagiarism,
fabrication, and data falsification, which are
serious offenses in academia. Objectivity
and Impartiality

2. Scientific writing must be based on
verifiable data and evidence,
personal bias or excessive subjectivity.
Objectivity ensures that the results truly

behavior in scientific

must and information

without

reflect scientific reality and not merely
personal opinion. Authors are required to
be neutral and critical of all information,
including data that may not support their
own hypotheses.

3. Citation and Source Acknowledgement: Any
thoughts or quotations from other authors
must be explicitly cited, either through
direct or indirect quotations. Proper
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citation is not only a technical aspect of
writing but also a form of respect for the
scientific of others. If
references are used substantially, it is ideal
for the author to also ask for permission,
especially if the work has not been
published publicly.

4. Accuracy and Carefulness: Accuracy in
writing, citing sources, and presenting data
is essential for maintaining the quality of
scientific work. Small errors,
misquotations or misspellings of author
names, lead to
misunderstandings. Therefore,
must carefully examine every aspect of their
writing, including formatting, language, and
systematics.

5. Adherence to the Academic Code of Ethics:
Most higher education institutions have a
code of academic ethics that governs the
rights and obligations of academics in
writing scientific papers. This code of ethics
includes prohibitions against cheating,
standards of validity,
procedures for reporting ethical violations.
Authors who violate these provisions may
be subject to academic sanctions such as
retraction of their work, reduction of grades,
or even legal action if proven to have caused
harm to others.

By applying ethical principles to scientific
writing, authors not only produce academically
recognized work but also play an active role in
building a healthy, credible, and sustainable
scientific culture. Ethics in scientific writing are a
reflection of personal integrity and an intellectual
commitment to the advancement of science that is
honest and beneficial to the wider community.

contributions

such as
can academic
authors

scientific and

B. Ethical Violations in Writing Scientific

Papers

Violation of the ethics of writing scientific
papers is a form of academic dishonesty that
seriously damages the scientific integrity and
credibility of the author.(Gusnayetti, 2025)In an
academic context, every scientific work is
measured not only by its contribution of ideas or

findings, but also by the method and process of

writing. Ethics serve as a moral foundation that
ensures the writing process is conducted honestly,
objectively, and responsibly. However, in practice,
various forms of violations, both intentional and
unintentional, are still frequently encountered by
students, researchers, and lecturers.(Gusnayetti,
2025).

One of the most serious forms of misconduct is
data fabrication and falsification. Fabrication
refers to the act of creating data that does not exist,
with the aim of supporting a desired hypothesis or
conclusion. Falsification, on the other hand,
occurs when authors intentionally alter or
manipulate research data to conform to their
desired results. Both practices violate the
principle of scientific honesty and have the
potential to mislead readers and the academic
community, which relies on the validity of data to
develop knowledge.(Baskoro et al., 2025).

Furthermore, violations can also occur through
the use of data from dubious sources. Scientific
papers should be based on legally obtained data
and through accountable research methods. Using
data of dubious origin, without verification or
proof of validity, can jeopardize the validity and
reliability of the paper. Furthermore, scientific
papers should ideally be the result of the author's
own observations and analysis, not simply
duplicating data or
others.(Baskoro et al., 2025).

In academia, a practice known as salami slicing
is also known, which involves breaking a complete
research paper into several short articles with the
aim of gaining more publications. Although the
data used is legitimate and derived from the
author's own research, this practice is considered
unethical because it misleads readers and the
system. Furthermore,
duplicate publication, which involves publishing

information  from

academic evaluation
the same scientific work in more than one place
without permission or notification, is also a
violation that can damage the author's scientific
reputation.(Disemadi & Kang, 2021).

Of the various forms of violations that exist,
plagiarism is one of the most frequently
encountered and most widely recognized in the
Etymologically, the
plagiarism comes from the Latin word plagiarius,

academic world. term
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meaning kidnapper. In an academic context,
plagiarism is the act of taking another person's
work, ideas, writings, or thoughts and presenting
them as one's own without proper credit to the
original source. Plagiarism not only violates
academic ethics but can also be categorized as a
legal violation because it involves copyright
infringement.(Hartono, 2021).

Plagiarism can occur in various forms. These
include copying text in its entirety without citing
the source (known as word-for-word plagiarism),
replacing the original author's name with one's
own (plagiarism of authorship), claiming
someone else's ideas or concepts as one's own
(plagiarism of ideas), or using quotations and
translations without properly citing the source
(plagiarism of sources).(SUDRAJAT, nd)Even if
someone simply translates a text from a foreign
language into Indonesian without citing the
original source, this action still falls under the
category of plagiarism.

To prevent plagiarism, every scientific writer
must be fully aware of the importance of
providing honest references. One step that can be
taken is to cite the original source in every quote
or paraphrase. A good paraphrase involves more
than just replacing a few words; it involves
changing the sentence structure and composing it
in your own style without losing the meaning of
the original source. Furthermore, it's important to
practice using a standard citation system and
compiling a complete bibliography in accordance
with academic regulations. Using plagiarism
detection software can also be an effective tool for
ensuring the authenticity of your
writing.(Maysuri et al., 2024).

Ultimately, violations of scientific writing
ethics not only harm the individual who commits
them, but also tarnish the credibility of academic
the
ecosystem as a whole. Therefore, strengthening
understanding of ethical
commitment to upholding them at every stage of
scientific writing must be an integral part of

institutions and undermine scientific

values and a

higher education. A clean, honest, and responsible
academic culture can only be achieved if all
academics uphold integrity in their knowledge
and work.

IV. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
A. Conclusion

Ethics in scientific writing are the primary
foundation for maintaining integrity, credibility,
and responsibility in the development of science.
Ethics are not merely technical rules, but rather a
reflection of the author's commitment to honesty,
fairness, respect the
contributions of others.

Intellectual honesty is at the heart of ethical
writing. Authors are required to accurately
present data and research results without
fabrication (creating false data), falsification
(manipulating data), or plagiarism (taking
someone else's work without attribution).
Without honesty, science loses its reliability.

Furthermore, respect for the work of others is
demonstrated through appropriate citation.
Acknowledging existing ideas demonstrates that
knowledge is built collectively and sustainably.
Failure to cite sources can damage a work's
reputation and diminish its academic value.

Ethics also  encompasses  publication
responsibilities, including avoiding duplicate
publication and salami slicing, as well as the
importance of transparency in methodology and
potential conflicts of interest. Every scientific
work must be verifiable and traceable to ensure
scientific accountability.

Furthermore, ethical violations can have
widespread social consequences. Scientific work
often forms the basis for policy or concrete actions,
so dishonesty can harm society.

Thus, writing ethics is not merely a moral
obligation, but rather a guideline for producing
credible and useful work. Understanding and
applying ethical principles is key to ensuring that
science remains a tool for building a just, honest,

and for intellectual

and sustainable civilization.

B. Suggestion
To maintain the integrity and quality of

scientific work, intellectual honesty must be a key
principle. Avoid data manipulation, fabrication,
falsification, and any form of plagiarism. Present
information accurately and properly attribute the
ideas or work of others through proper citation.
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Acknowledge the contributions
researchers by thoroughly
literature and citing relevant sources. Avoid
duplicate publications and ensure that only
authors with significant contributions are listed.
Transparency in methodology is essential for
research to be reproducible. Furthermore,
authors must be aware of the potential social and
ethical impacts
accountable for any information published. By
upholding ethical writing, every scientific work
will not only be credible but also contribute to the
development of honest, useful, and sustainable
science.

of previous
reviewing the

of their research and be
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